Increasing incidence of end-stage renal disease in Wisconsin: an unintended consequence of increased survival?
End stage renal disease (ESRD) is an important and costly complication of diabetes, hypertension, and primary kidney disorders. We examined ESRD incidence trends in Wisconsin from 1982 to 1997 and assessed the progress in reaching the ESRD 2000 goal as stated by Healthier People in Wisconsin: A Public Health Agenda for the Year 2000. Since 1982, there has been nearly a three-fold increase in the incidence of ESRD in Wisconsin. The increase was most striking in persons with diabetes and among people age 65 and older. Furthermore, the increase was shared among all racial groups and both genders. Although better disease management reduces the risk of ESRD, it also reduces the risk of other causes of death such as heart disease and cancer. Thus, individuals may be living longer with other chronic diseases, thereby increasing the incidence of ESRD.